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Christmas Party at the East Aurora Country Club  
   Many of us had attended our Valentine’s Party at the EACC, so we knew what to expect... perfection!  It 
was a beautiful, sunny winter day with peaceful winter views of the golf course.  But all our attention was 
focused inside as we were greeted by Santa Claus himself, and the committee members who had done a mas-
terful job working with Eric and his staff to make Christmas special for us. 

   The party room was decorated for the holiday season and we were immediately in the 
spirit of the occasion. We enjoyed having a very good turnout of section members who 
not only enjoyed the view afforded them, but the company of their fellow members. 
Several new members joined us and we were delighted to meet them. 

  Our charity for 2019 is the “Family Justice Center” who support domestic violence 
victims and their children. A worthy cause for sure. 

   Awards were presented by Bill Fix to Section Member(s) of the Year, Fred and 
Mary Ann Liesinger.  And, a special award given to only one of dozens of qualifiers 
in the entire Northeast Region, went to our own secretary, Joanie Long.  Congratulations to Joanie for earning Officer of the Year! 

   Fred and Mary Ann Liesinger and Ed Yungbluth and Bev Basinski did a splendid job of providing us such a beautiful venue 
for this year’s holiday party. Niagara Section etched cocktail glasses were a nice touch as favors everyone will enjoy.  Thank you to the 
committee! - More photos on page 5.    

 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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President 
Joanie Long 

8561 Falls Road, West Falls, NY 14170 
 716-655-4515 

joanielong@verizon.net 
 

Secretary 
Fran Baumgartner 

3870 Stone Ridge Rd, N.Tonawanda, NY 
14120    716-901-1975 

garyandfranb@roadrunner.com 

Vice President 
Jeff Gaffney 

2936 Southwestern Blvd, Or. Pk. NY 
14127    716-677-4195 

jeff@lockmaster.net 
 

Treasurer 
Beverly Basinski 

4375 Homestead Ln., Clarence NY 14031 
bevbasinski@gmail.com 

 

Ex-Officio 
William L. Fix 
wllfx@aol.com 

 
 

Northeast Regional Director 
Drew Webb 

rdswebb@gmail.com 
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Check out our website: www.niagara.mbca.org 

“Niagara Section  

Mercedes-Benz Club of America” 

   The MBCA Niagara Section has its own Facebook page.  If you are on Facebook, please click on “like” and 
“follow”  for our page.  If you do, then you will receive notices of events and photos that are posted.  To find our 
page, search:  Mercedes-Benz Club of America-Niagara Section.    

   You might also want to check out Niagara Section on the National MBCA website.  This is not a Facebook 
page but it is available to anyone on the internet.  Besides the National club information, our section will have 
activities listed and brief descriptions of the results of the events.   

Welcome New Officers for 
2020—2022 

 

L to R:  Joanie Long, President 

 Jeff Gaffney, Vice President 

 Fran Baumgartner, Secretary 

 Bev Basinski, Treasurer 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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President’s Message       Editor, on behalf of Bill Fix 

   A quote from John Maxwell, “Change is inevitable, growth is op-
tional”.  As the elected officers of your club change, we are excited 
to start 2020 with some new eyes and ideas.  Pun intended!  I sin-
cerely thank Bill Fix for championing our club for the last two 
years, amid personal responsibilities.  He showed such courage and 
leadership and we are all grateful for his dedication to our club. 

   I’ve listened to suggestions for ways we can improve our events 
and meetings which include having more driving events, car shows and continuing the 
camaraderie of friends in this club.  As our new National MB club president, Julie 
Bruggner, says, “It’s not a car club, it’s a community!”  With that in mind, I urge all of 
you to come to meetings and events and be part of our wonderful community of MB 
enthusiasts.  Check our calendar and join us!  We are also on Facebook and on our web-
site.  I am happy to communicate with any of you, anytime, at joanielong@verizon.net 
or at 716-655-4515.   

   I look forward to an exciting, fun-filled year of growth with our MB club friends! 

New Members 

Jennifer Mobilia 
Rochester 

Dennis Peruzzini 
East Aurora 

Nathan Rifenberg 
West Clarksville 

John Henrich 
Eden 

Toni Schueler 
West Falls 

 

WELCOME , and thank you for joining us!   

(Current members:  Don’t forget to renew!) 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Drive and Dine - the Rheinblick Restaurant 

Canandaigua NY 
 

   A great drive through Fall foliage-lined 
highways again led us to the Rheinblick for 
fabulous German food and drink, and fun!  
Fall in Western New York is one of the best 
for motoring and sightseeing, as we have 
done many times.  Canandaigua 
is a favorite spot to visit and the 
lake views are wonderful.  
“Rheinblick” means View of the 
Rhine, and it’s as close as we 
come to seeing the famous river 
unless of course, we take a much 
longer trip! 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Christmas Party pictures... 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Arrowhead Wine Cellars Harvest Festival Cruise-In 
   We were invited to participate in a new (to us, anyway) Harvest Festival in North East Pennsyl-
vania in August.  Hosted by our new member, Jennifer Mobilia, we were treated like royalty!  The 
event featured wine and beer tastings, facility tours and… a car show!  Anticipating rain, many opted 
to stay home, but those of us who attended were surprised by a beautiful dry afternoon.   

Count us in for next year too! 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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WHEELS AND DEALS 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net 

 

2011 SLS63 AMG  A rare “Gull Wing” coupe with 
limited production. Obsidian Black with Black 
Designo leather, extra cost carbon fiber trim with 
black suede headliner. Active rear spoiler, 19/20" 
wheels, fresh tires, B&O 1,000 Watt audio system, 
Engine hand built and signed, 563HP/479 lb. ft. 
torque. MB dealer full service and airbag recalls 
done, Opticoat, fitted car cover, MB Battery main-
tainer. Clean AutoCheck, no accidents or damage, 
adult driven only 31K miles, MSRP $200K, asking 
$129K. Gene Long 716-912-2902 or 
genelong@verizon.net 

Advertisement 

Gene Long      Call or Text: 716-912-2902   email:  genelong@verizon.net   

Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members! 

Independent NYS   Registered 

Auto Dealer 

  Looking for a Benz?  Looking for a Benz?    

2nd Hand Lions finds and delivers pre-owned vehicles! 

Specializing in late model Mercedes-Benz 
and all other makes and models, too. 

Advertisement 

 

 

 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS—PRINT , CLIP AND SAVE ! 

 
 

 Monthly Member Meetings:  Third Tuesday of each month at Hillview Restaurant, 6:30 PM.  

All members and guests are welcome!   (No meetings in June, July, August or December.) 
 

 January19—Wine Tasting Party, 2 PM, 107 Lorelee Dr, Tonawanda 14150.  
Please RSVP to fredmaryann@hotmail.com or 716-692-3572. See page 6 

 January 21—6:30 Monthly meeting at Hillview Restaurant, 6135 Transit Rd., Depew 14043 

 February 16—Valentine’s Luncheon at the Tower Room in the Wurlitzer Building, 
908 Niagara Falls Blvd., N. Tonawanda NY  14120* 

 February 18—6:30 Monthly meeting at Hillview Restaurant, 6135 Transit Rd., Depew 14043 

 March 14—Pancake Breakfast at Cartwright’s, Angelica, NY, details on email*  

 March 17—6:30 Monthly meeting at Hillview Restaurant, 6135 Transit Rd., Depew 14043 

 April 21—6:30 Monthly meeting at Hillview Restaurant, 6135 Transit Rd., Depew 14043 

 May 19—6:30 Monthly meeting at Hillview Restaurant, 6135 Transit Rd., Depew 14043 

 April, May Events TBD* 

Please see our Facebook page and our website Niagara.mbca.org  

for calendar information and details!  

*Watch for future announcements and details on email! 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 

Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 

CLA Class 

Advertisement 


